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Update from Miss Cartwright 
Good afternoon,

It’s the end of the academic year and, wow, did it fly by! It has been an

absolutely cram packed week!

We started the week with our Year 6s visiting Dallowgill for their residential.

We did water filtering, a walk to Greygarth Monument, river paddling, art,

photography, movie night, baking, games and lots more. The children had

a great time and it was lovely to share that with them before they leave us

to start the next phase of their education. Year 5 then followed them at the

end of the week for their first ever residential. 

On Monday we had children attend the Delta Music Festival where the

children performed and were an audience for other Delta primary schools,

and were treated to performances from secondary school children. The

children were truly amazing and did themselves, and us, proud.

Next year we welcome Mrs Steer as our new class teacher in Year 2 and Mrs

Holmes as our SENDCo. I am sure you will see them about school in time. We

also have an Elite Sport Festival - world sports- for some Year 5 and 6s on

12  September. We also have a Future in Minds parent workshop on 24

September which will focus on managing emotions. This would be a really

good session to join and will certainly support children if they are still settling

into school after such a long break. Even if your child manages their

emotions well, these workshops are great for if they struggle in the future. 

th th

It has been a pleasure and privilege to be Head at The Vale this year and I

am very excited for next year. I am forever grateful our school is full of

wonderful, enthusiastic children who love to learn, and wonderful families

who are always there to support. I hope you all have a wonderful and restful

summer. We will see children on Wednesday 3  September. 
rd

Miss Cartwright 
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Diary Dates

Autumn Term 

01 & 02.09.25 Inset days
03.09.25 Children return to school 
12.09.25 Selected year 5 & 6 children Elite Sport Festival- World
Sports
24.09.25 Future in Minds managing emotions parent workshop -
all are invited
25.09.25 Year 3 & 4 Savings workshop with Yorkshire Building
Society.
22.10.25 Year 4 educational visit to York Chocolate Story
22.10.25 Year 5 & 6 Bonfire Safety session - West Yorkshire Fire
Service
05.11.25 NHS Flu immunisations
17.11.25 Year 2 educational visit to England Lange Academy for
The Great Fire of London Workshop

More dates and events will be added in due course. 
Dates are always subject to change. 

 

What a wonderful year we have had with our personal

development here at The Vale. We have been on educational

visits, had visitors in, competed in House Games, performed as

musicians whether that be in school school celebrations of

Samba drumming, singing, or an external performance like Young

Voices and Delta Music festival. We have taken part in charity

events, awareness days and celebration days. We have also

continued with our Eco Rangers, Playground Buddies, Pupil

Parliament, Money Managers, Reading Ambassadors. Sporting

events were dotted through the year, including Elite Festivals,

Delta Games and our very own Sports Day. There will be

absolutely loads I have missed from that list! The children have

absolutely loved taking part in these and I can’t wait for it to

continue next year. 
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I cannot believe the school year has come to an end. It seems like only yesterday the
children were moving up from Reception.

We have spent time this week reflecting on our favourite memories and moments. In
Autumn term, the children loved taking part in bike ability sessions and learning about
Mary Seacole for Black History Month. In Spring, we loved our Dinostar workshop and
Paralympian Athlete Event. In Summer, highlights included our trip to Yorkshire Wildlife
Park and having ice-cream for a special end of phonics screening treat! It has certainly
been a busy, fun-filled year!

It has been my absolute pleasure to teach each and every child in Year 1. They have
impressed me every day with their kindness, hard work and resilience. I have loved
watching them grow  and thrive. I wish the whole class the best of luck as they move into
Year 2. They are a very special group of children who I know will grow up to make the
world a better place.

Miss Tucker and myself are so so proud of you-well done! Enjoy your well deserved
summer holidays!

Miss Roberts 

Year 1

Year 2

Early Years

A reminder that Year 2 have PE on a Monday in Year 3 throughout the Autumn term.
Please ensure your child brings their full, labelled PE kit to school each week.

What an amazing final week we’ve had in Year 2!

We’ve been finishing off our learning across the curriculum. In science, we concluded our
work on animals including humans, with a focus on life cycles and how animals (including
us!) grow and change. In maths, we wrapped up our final unit on statistics, learning how
to read and interpret charts and graphs with confidence.

A highlight of the week was our end-of-year party—it was such a lovely afternoon
celebrating everything we’ve achieved together this year. Thank you so much to
everyone who sent in gifts, cards and kind words for me and Miss Slater. We are both so
grateful and feel very lucky to have taught such a wonderful class.

We hope you all have an amazing summer holiday. Rest, relax, and enjoy every moment
—you’ve all worked so hard and we’re so proud of each and every one of you. I can’t
wait to see you all in September as we begin our exciting journey in Year 3!

Mr Bosanquet

Reception have PE on a Monday in summer 2. 

We have had a wonderful last week in reception. We started the week by completing our travel
brochures in Talk for Writing, all about the UK. We also finnished our maths learning by exploring
number relationships through the use of number rods and floating and sinking. We explored different
objects, and made predictions of how many cubes it would take to sink a foil boat. Towards the end
of the week we have enjoyed lots of games and activities that we have been able to enjoy together.
I am so proud of all the children- they have amazed me this year with their attitude, enthusiasm and
eagerness to learn and I can’t wait to hear all about their new adventures in year 1. I hope everyone
has a fantastic summer. 
Mrs Pearson

Nursery
In nursery this week we consolidated our learning in maths, we revisited our favourite clips in drawing
club and finished off our text in Talk for Writing. We had an excellent last day party where they got a
chance to show off their groovy moves. Thank you all for your support this year, have a fantastic
summer we will see you in September. 
Mrs Richardson



info@thevpacademy.org.ukhttps://thevpacademy.org.uk01977 722485@Vale_Primary

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 4 have had such a brilliant last week in school. On Monday, we used our knowledge of butt
joints, gussets and diagonal braces to construct bug hotels to go in our Forest School area. Not
only were our bug hotels stable, but they were also so creative and a lovely home for some
bugs. Year 4 will be able to see them during their Forest School sessions next year in Year 5!

We also played an exciting game of rounders with Year 3 at the beginning of the week. It was so
lovely to get out into the sunshine and out of the classroom and play with another class. We
have lots of amazing batters and catchers in Year 4 as well as some really fast runners! 

For the rest of the week Year 4 have been enjoying some fun activities such as crafting their
favourite book character from our reading lessons this year, writing a letter to their future self as
well as a really fun party with lots of delicious snacks. 

Year 4 have had such a fab year this year. They have all made some amazing progress in all
areas and this is down to their hard work, resilience and dedication to learning.  I have watched
them grow into really grown up children and I am so proud of each and every one of them. We
have made some lovely memories, my favourite being our trip to the York Chocolate Story! I
wish you all the best for Year 5! Have an amazing summer. 

 Miss Capper

Year 3 have PE on a Tuesday. Please ensure your child comes in
their correct PE kit with their school uniform in their bags. 

This week half of Year 3 went to a music festival at Education House
with Miss Roberts and some Year 4's and they sung firework and a
Disney medley. Miss Roberts gave amazing compliments to the
Year 3's behaviour and singing. Whilst half the class was singing the
other half had a great rounders match with half of the Year 4's. 

What a fantastic year it has been Year 3. We have done so much
in a year - the Coal Mining Museum, Barnsley Museum, Egyptian
day, culture day and so much more. You have all worked so hard
this year and have really impressed me and Mrs McNally. We had a
fabulous party on the last day. I cannot wait to have another
fantastic year of learning and doing so many fun trips and event
days. 

Have a brilliant summer holiday Year 3 - see you all in September. 
Year 3
Miss Goodall

This week Year 5 have had a fabulous time on our residential trip to
Dallowgill. We splashed in the stream, made our own pizzas, hiked through
the forest for 3 miles and so much more. Our teachers were incredibly
proud of how brave and resilient we all were. We never complained as we
walked and spent the time taking in the sights and beauty that surrounded
us.
We enjoyed photographing nature and used this to create beautiful
pieces of artwork.

It was the perfect way to round off a fabulous year. We want to take this
opportunity to thank all parents and carers for their unwavering support
this year. Without you, the children could not thrive the way they are. They
have been a delight to teach and filled the year with laughter and joy. 

Have a wonderful summer and we can't wait to see you all in September
for what is bound to be another unforgettable year!

Miss Prout and Mrs Brain
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Year 6
This term Year 6 have PE on a Tuesday. Please ensure the children bring the
correct PE kit every week. We have Forest Schools every Thursday morning this
half term. Please can you send pupils to school in old clothes with their uniform in
a bag.

This week Year 6 have had a jam-packed final week in primary school. We went
on our residential trip to Dallowgill at the start of the week and took part in lots of
new activities like filtering stream water, climbing to Greygarth Monument, and
baking our own cupcakes. Year 6 got really involved in all the activity and
enjoyed spending time with each other and outdoors.

We also had our final party this week where Year 6 got to dance, sign shirts, eat
party food, and we even had a surprise photo booth! We had a lovely time
celebrating the time we have spent together and the memories we have all
made.

Miss Johnson

Attendance matters.

Coming to school on time, every day is vital to
achieving the best possible outcomes as well
as learning good habits which will benefit
everyone in the future. Please see our updated
attendance policy.

Safeguarding
Ensuring our pupils are safe and well looked

after is our key priority.

Miss H Prout :

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss S Cartwright:

Deputy Safeguarding Lead

Mrs S Brain, Mrs R Pearson, Miss A Roberts:

Safeguarding officers

All staff have received Safeguarding

training to ensure that they can recognise

signs and symptoms of abuse and also how

to report/act if a disclosure is made.

Concerns about the safety or welfare of a

child? Contact us: 01977 722485

Out of hours contact number:

 03458 503503

For more information:

https://thevpacademy.org.uk/knowledge-

base/safeguarding/

Attendance

EYFS

Y1

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

93%
93%

85%

88%
97%

94%
82%



Inclusion & SEND
At The Vale Primary Academy we are committed to providing an inclusive education for all

our children. This means that any child who may have Special Educational Needs or a

Disability (SEND) will have access to additional or specialist support throughout their life at

our academy. All teachers are responsible for every child in their care, including those with

special educational needs and disabilities.

Did you know about the MAX Card? 

The MAX entitles any family with a child who has SEND or is a looked after

family, hundreds of discounts across the county. Its is completely FREE to 

sign up. Please use the link below to get yours ASAP! 

https://mymaxcard.co.uk/local-distributors/?_council_type=2&_council_region=yorkshire-

and-the-humber&_council_area=wakefield

To find out what services Wakefield provide for the SEND community,

please visit the following link - https://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/

For further support, please contact a member of the Inclusion team:

The main office who can pass a message on

Your child’s class teacher

Mrs S Hornby - SENDCo

Miss H Prout - Designated Safeguarding Lead & Assistant Principal

Miss S Cartwright - Head of Academy & Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Thrive
Providing children with positive experiences and

strategies to embed emotional resilience. 

We use The Thrive Approach as a whole school

strategy to promote positive mental health and

wellbeing of which when this is present in children’s

lives it has been proven to improve their

attendance, behaviour and attainment.

This allows our children to become confident,

curious, creative and capable, therefore opens

doors to a bright future for our children.

Miss A Roberts

For information regarding mental health support & advice, please visit the below links: 
https://wf-i-can.co.uk/u13/home/

https://www.compass-uk.org/services/wakefield-children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing-service/

50 Things to do at home
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